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The Spread of HIV-AIDS in Georgia
Georgia’s Background Information
[bookmark: _GoBack]Georgia’s land terrain is mostly mountainous and more than a third of the land is covered by forest. The notable landscapes in Georgia range from the snow and ice of the crest of Caucasus to the subtropical Black Sea shores. All the terrains of Georgia are classified into three namely the wall of the Greater Caucasus which consists of transverse and series of parallel mountain belts, southern slopes of Greater Caucasus which forms the central lowlands and the east of Likh and Meskhet which connects Lesser and Greater Caucasus consisting of watersheds (Sullivan, 2010). Georgia is precisely located in the Caucasus Mountains and borders the Black Sea which makes it smaller than turkey, Russia, Azerbaijan and Armenia. The economy of Georgia can be said to be an emerging free market which fell due to the collapse of the Soviet Union. Regarding social environment for doing business, Georgia ranks as the top region with highest business index. Regarding corruption, the economy of Georgia is free and this makes the area to outperform the neighbors hence facilitating a mixed news media environment (Stern & Stern, 2011). The population of Georgia is about 4.6 million people where around 84 percent of Orthodox Christian makes up the population. Also, the Georgians form 83.8 percent of the population, Armenian 5.7 percent, Azeri 6.5 percent and Russians 1.5 percent. The types of business or industries that drive the Georgia local economy include the agriculture, film, energy, automotive and tourism industries. 
HIV/AIDS Disease
HIV/AIDS is a viral infection which stands for human immune deficiency syndrome. HIV/AIDS spreads through sexual intercourse with an infected person. The second way in which HIV/AIDS spreads is through sharing syringes or needles that may have been used to inject someone with HIV/AIDS. According to Brookmeyer (2010), HIV/AIDS may be spread through mother to child during birth or through breastfeeding. Currently, there is no treatment for HIV/AIDS, but drugs known as IRVs are used to boost the immunity of the affected people. Hence, due to lack of treatment of HIV/AIDS, people are encouraged to prevent themselves from infections which is the best cure.
Effects of HIV/AIDS in Georgia
HIV/AIDS has some impact on Georgia as a region. The first effect is the decrease in the human labor supply. Most of the industries in Georgia are facing a deficiency in the amount of human labor since the epidemic is taking away most of the skilled labour. For example, the number of deaths diagnosed with HIV/aids in 2014 was 752 and in 2015 was 373. Second, HIV/AIDS is making Georgia be one of the regions with a high population of orphans due to the death of parents from HIV/AIDS which is around 2.1 million (Reif et al., 2014). A rise in the increase in the number of the orphans is becoming a significant burden to the regional economy. Also, HIV/AIDS is making vast amounts of capital allocated to the health sector instead of being directed to other industries which can contribute to economic growth. Such practices have indeed lagged the economy of the region behind. The rate at which men and women are being affected with HIV/AIDS is at 30 and 70 percent respectively. On the other hand, the age group with the highest rate of infection is between 35 to 44 years. There is a correlation between the age and education of people infected with HIV/AIDS. According to Reif et al. (2014), people with high education qualifications are infected less the reason being that they are aware of the preventive measures. However, their counterparts who are uneducated tend to be infected more with HIV/AIDS. The rate at which the illiterate persons infected with HIV is twice the national rate which is 12.3 percent. Regarding socioeconomic status persons living in poor conditions in Georgia have a high rate of infection.
Measures being Taken to Stop the Spread of HIV/AIDS in Georgia
Georgia provides free education on the awareness of HIV/AIDS which is a partnership between the Georgia Department of Health and the local district hospitals, community-based organizations and colleges /universities. One of the measures put into place to stop the spread of HIV/AIDS spread in Georgia is through creating awareness of the pre-exposure prophylaxis which is carried out by the Georgia Department of Health (Wolfe et al., 2010). The pre-exposure prophylaxis pill taken as prescribed reduces the risk of HIV infection by more than 70 percent. The other prevention measure taken into place is providing free condoms in health facilities all over the region. Condoms have been clarified to reduce the rate of HIV infection by 90 percent. Georgia in the past few years has offered free services such as free testing where the infected persons are advised on the measures to take to reduce more spread of the disease (Wolfe et al., 2010). Some of the special nonprofit organizations that offer education and services in Georgia include AID Atlanta, AIDS Athens and AIDS Research Consortium of Atlanta. The website address for AID Atlanta is https://www.aidatlanta.org/, that of AIDS Athens is athensresourcecenter.org/about-the-arch-partners/aids-athens/ and that of AIDS Research Consortium of Atlanta is www.arcatlanta.org/. The three above mentioned nonprofit organizations provides free services on HIV/AIDS awareness without having a favor of race, education level or socio-economic status. Due to having such nonprofit organizations, Georgia has been able to combat the pandemic of HIV/AIDS in a manner that is beneficial to all the inhabitants of the region. 
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